Kensington Welfare Kights Union 


6/30/0811:00 PM 



Connect 


Calendar 


EacnPeople'c Economic Human 
Biants Campaign. 

Press 
Stuhftrfs 
S-ncirsI W^rknrs 

Donate 
Labor P.irtv 

Guest Book 


July 19- Poor People's Economic Human Rights Campaign Preparing for 
Mobile "Bushville" Tent City That Will Travel Through New Jersey to New 
York City read press release 

Art Auction 

preview: august 3-11 

‘SILENT AUCTION: august 12, 6-9pm 


Challenging Unjust Laws 

KWRU in Court 
KWRU vs US 

Human R:qh‘.s Documentation 

Updates 

Hncnnt f-vents 

Calendar 

Press 


artists: Harvey Finkle, Tim Lynch, Steven Powers, Ray Abary, Melissa 
Farley, Anthony Smyrski, Amy Hodges, Squire Fox, Tim Wright, Sara 
Macel, Liz Ronk, Leslie Kroeger, Gael Abary, John Breiner, Marilee 
Sweeney, Ian Baguskas, Peter Goldman, Yuko Kitajima, John Frands 
Peters, Serge J-F. Levy, Kristen Merola. Natalie Avakian, Leigh KJonsky, 
Hugh Gran, Jonathan Hounshell and Michael Konrad. Judy Glantzman, 
Patrick Maisano and Melinda Stickney-Gibson (not shown). 


fundraising committee: Mark Webber, Leo Fitzpatrick, John Buffalo Mailer, 
James Ransone, Brendan Sexton III & William Upski Wimsatt 


Subscribe 

Subscribe to kwm announce, 
our c-mail list. 


your email 
Join 


curators: Gael Abary & Liz Ronk 

Dactyl Foundation for the Arts & Humanities 
64 Grand Street, ground floor, SoHo, NYC 
(between Wooster & West Broadway) 
gallery hours: tucs sat 1 6pm 
www.dactyl.org 


all major credit cards accepted 
your donations are tax-deductible 

August 19- Faces of the Fallen Vigil at the United Nations in New York 

City, read more 

Thursday. 4 pm 

Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 

46th Street and 1 st Ave 

New York City 


htui. (i www.kwu.txg/updaAev/iAfcmUi .hint 
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August 25-The PPEHRC announces a public meeting to plan tor the 
participation of the poor and homeless from across the United States in 
next year's first United States Social Forum. The meeting will take place 
during the PPEHRC's week-long Bushville Tent City rereading the March 
for Our Lives. Wednesday August 25, at Bushville Time and Location 
TBA. 

Also, the PPEHRC issues a call for papers and ideas on ensuring the 
participation of the poor in in the US Social Forum, and on the key issues 
facing the poor in the United States. For more information or to send 
papers, please contact kwru@kwru.org. 

August 30- March For Our Lives on the Opening Day of the Republican 
National Convention 

4pm - assemble at the United Nations (45th St. and 1st Ave) for kick-off 
rally and march to Madison Square Garden. 

Download Flier about buses from Philad elphia 

We encourage you to participate in this important human rights 
conference, the Southern Human Rights Organizing Conference, which 
will take place in December. For more information please contact Jaribu 
Hill, 662-334-1122 o rightsms@bellsouth.net 

Les animamos a que participen en la siguiente conferencia importante 
sobre los derechos humanos, "Southern Human Rights Organizing 
Conference," que tendra lugar en el sur de los EEUU en diciembre 2004. 
Para mayor informacion, comunicase con Jaribu Hill del Centro de 
Irabajadores de Mississippi para los Derechos Humanos 662-334-1122 
o nghtsms@bellsouth net 


| | Education I March ForOur Uvm I ntwfnafinrei 

Poor People's Economic Human Rights Campaign 
e-mail: Kwru@kwru.OfQ 

Technology training lor KWRU provided by Humor Rights Tech 


http:/ /wwwkwru.org /wpdJtes/calcrtdar hrm 
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About kwru About the Kensington Welfare Rights Union 


History. Mi%tQQJ3ea&md 
Tadics 

T.3*S q T^r 

Politics of Recovery 

KW R -U-Org anizmg_Mo ctei 

- Fii- 

Human Rights Choir 


Now Available. 

Summer of Social Action Internship Application 

What are we doing 

MarchinqQN Jan/Feb 

The Kensington Welfare Rights Union (KWRU) is a multiracial organization 
of, by and for poor and homeless people. We believe that we have a right 
to thrive - not just barely survive. KWRU is dedicated to organizing of welfare 
recipients, the homeless, the working poor and all people concerned with 
economic justice. 


March Diaries 

= cllcr> - 3 u tc^. 
Guest Book 


Derate 


Back to Home 

Subscribe 

Subscribe to kwru -announce, 
our e-mail list. 



0|\Al^Wh!le KWRU has spearheaded the national 
w organization the Poor People's Economic Human 
tights Campaign , we are based in Kensington, a 
jighborhood in North Philadelphia Once a center 
for manufacturing. Kensington is now the poorest 
istrict in the state of Pennsylvania 

was started by a group of poor women in 
April 1991. We came together out of necessity - our communities and the 
survival of our families were threatened by Governor Casey's welfare cuts 
and we came together to do three basic things: 




1. Speak to the issues which directly affect our lives: poor people 
|rourcfna ' 1 have been excluded from debates, such as welfare reform, which have huge 

Join impact on our families. We are committed to tell the stories of what is really 

happening in our lives and in poor communities across the country. We have 
testified at local, state and national hearings: we have spoken at welfare 
offices, college campuses, religious congregations, union halls, social service 
agencies, and anywhere we have had the chance. Our director, Cheri 
Honkala, was the only welfare recipient to speak during the Congressional 
welfare reform hearings. Recently a photo-exhibit by photographer Harvey 
Finkle, the book Myth of the Welfare Queen by David Zucchino and 
documentaries. Poverty Outlaw, Outriders, Battle for Broad by Skylight 
Pictures have helped us get our stories out to more and more people. 


2. Help each other, and all poor people get 



hnp j'.iwww kwtu orp/kwnj.'abckwru html 
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what we need to survive: We arc committed to 
seeing that all people have the basic necessities of 
life food, clothing, utilities, medical care and 
housing. We have assisted over 500 families in 
obtaining housing and utilities. We have set up tent 
cities when the shelter system was full and we have 
established "Human Rights Houses" as bases for emergency housing, free 
food and clotfling distribution, and free medical clinics. We assist poor and 
homeless families with whatever problems they are having - all that we ask in 
return is that they join the KWRU to help others and to build a movement to 
end poverty. 




: 3^3. Organize a broad-based movement to end 
^poverty: We know that there is enough to go around in 
^this, the nchest country in the world We believe that the 
American people are a just and loving people and that we 
m build a movement, led by poor people, to end poverty 
once and for all. We struggle everyday to teach and 
organize poor people, and all those concerned with 
economic justice, to create fundamental social change 
* KWRU is an organization of, by and for poor people: 

however wo work closely with the several groups: KWRU 
is an affiliate of the National Union of Hospital and Health Care Workers, 
AFSCME, AFL CIO this reflects the need for unity between the employed 
and the unemployed around issues such as workfare, downsizing, etc. KWRU 
has joined the Labor Party, a political party which is based in the interests of 
working and unemployed people. (We believe that neither the Democrats nor 
the Republicans are interested in meeting the needs of the poor -- and we 
believe it is time for a new political party in this country.) KWRU is a chapter 
of the National Welfare Rights Union We also have growing relationships 
with students, the women’s movement, lawyers, social workers, artists & 
musicians and a variety of community organizations. Our focus is in 
Kensington, but we know that this must be a national, and even international, 
movement. Today, through the Economic Human Rights Campaign, KWRU 
continues to teach, fight, and struggle to build a movement to end poverty, led 
by the poor. 


Home I ADout KWRU I Take Action | Education | March Fc x Oui I ivrs | Internationa l 
Poor Pe ople's Economic Human Righ ts C ampaign 
e-m ail: kwr uffikwu org 

Technology training for KWRU provided by Human Right*-, lech 
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Recent Events of the KWRU 





22. 2004 

joins with the Philadelphia Affordable 
Coalition in commerorating the 
Atonement” tor the political sins of 
and lack of affordable 
housing in Philadelphia Read More Road 
Press Rele ase 


Take Action Locally 


A major part of the Economic Human Rights 
Campaign is documenting economi c human 

-■ ■ ■ across the United State:.. 

Read about the KWRU's participation in the 

March for Qur I ives 

Join the PPEHRC/KWRU Documentation 
Project os we attempt to document these 
crimes against economic human rights 



Participate in our Faces ot the Fallen Project 



Join Us 

The Kensington Welfare Rights Union is 
always looking for new members Join us at 
our office for new member meetings 


onday Evenings 6pm 
825 N 5th St. 
iladelphia. PA 19132 


We are also looking for Volunteers to work in 
our office. Please contact us at 
wrurtftkwru.oro or 215-203-1945 if you are 
interested. 


No Utilities 


Imp ,'.'www lwwu.org/iciion/jcilon.iimii 
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13,000 families recently reoeved shut off nofaces f rom the Philadelphia Gas Works The 
Kensington Welfare Rights Union is currently collecting do cumentation from families 
whose utilitie s have been shut off 

If you can help us help poor families stay safe by donating space heaters, blankets or 
money to help with utility assistance, please call out office at (215)203 1945 Your help 
is desperately needed and greatly appreciated. 

Homelessness 

We are overwhelmed with the number of families we are having to move into 
abandoned takeover houses They have become homeless because Philadelphia has 
NO affordable housing. 

Recent Housing Strugg le 

We need your help today! 

Donate 


Bail Money, Latems and Hashlights, Mattresses,Blankets, Couches. Coolers, Hot 
Plates, Paper Plates, Cups, Utensils. Brooms and Mops. Cleaning Supplies 


Welfare Reform 

The 5-year lifetime limit for public 
assistance has long passed in 
Pennsylvania. Over 12,112 people have 
lost their benefits for life. This means that 
these families hove lost the only way to 
feed, clothe and house themselves. More 
than 70% of these families live in 
Philadelphia. 1/3 of these families were 
working. 




Contact Us for More 

Contact us to host a human rights organizing school, the mman rights chon, sp eakers: or 
to contribute resources to the campaign 

Check out our Student and Social Work pages lor turttier involvement 


Home I About KWRU I Take Action I Fducation I March For Our I ives I Internationa 
Poor People's Economic Human Rights Campaign 
CzmaiL kwru@Kwru.org 

Technology training for KWRU provided by Huron Rights Tech 
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Marchi ng ON 



“...There are millions of poor people in this country 
who have very little , or even nothing, to lose. If they 
can be helped to take action together they will do so 
with a freedom and a power that will be a new and 
unsettling force in our complacent national life..." 
Martin Luther King ; Jr. 


Come Visit Us 


Economic Human Rights Schools 


Kensington Tour 
Fallen Figh ters 
University of th<? P oor 
Bac k to Home 

Subscribe 

Subscribe to kwru-announce, 
our e-mail list. 


Members of the KWRU Education Committee and the University of the 
Poor conduct schools across the country for poor people and their allies 
interested in devetoping skills and strategics for building a movement to 
end poverty, contact us about setting up a school in your area 

University of the Poor 

The education and training arm of the Campaign, where you can find 
information about the poverty, organizing models, and much more. 


your email 
join 





What can we Itam 
from the largest 
protest march of 
the 2000 RNC? 

Order this new OVD 



War 


C 


Watch the "Drug 
War Reality Tour", 
^.NewsVideo by the 
■Sundance Award¬ 
-winning Guerilla 
'Jews Network 
GNN) available 
inline. 


Read more about the Tour 


a 


To sign up for regular updates about the Tour, send 
a blank email to drugwarrcalttytou ri^ topica com 


httpt/teww kwtu iXQ/^tuMt/educat.htnil 
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Press 

Updates 

KWRU in the N-ews 

tfress Heleastis 

KWRU in Film 

Media College 

UocK_to_tlomc 


Break the Media Black Out 


••ess A-lides 


Match Tor Our Live s Press Coverage 

Read About Our Brea k the Media Black Out 
Conference in October 2002 



end poit-; 

IN THE - 


KWRU television show "Marching ON" on DUTV 


Subscribe 

Subscribe to kwru announce. Upcoming Events 
our e-mail list. 

THE KENSINGTON WELFARE RIGHTS UNION BUILDS WINTERTIME 

yo«r email TENT CITY 

join 

On Wednesday, November 24. homeless families from the Kensington Welfare 
Rights Union erected a “Bushville” Tent Crty in Philadelphia to demand the 
human right to decent, affordable housing. 

The Bushville is located at Broad and Clearfield in North Philadelphia Please 
Join Us! Press Release 


September 17-19,2004 

Cheri Honkala. the founder of the KWRU and National Coordinator and 
Spokesperson of the Poor People' Economic Human Rights Campaign 
(PPEHRC), will speak this weekend at the Tri-national Colloquium. NAFTA 
Aft er Ten Years: Soc i al impact and Future Perspective s in Montreal. Quebec. 
Canada. Read Press Release 

Cheri Honkala, Coordinadora Nacional por la Campana de los Pobres por los 
Derechos Humanos Economicos hablara en Canada sobre el Efecto del TLC 
Norteamericano a las personas pobres y trabajadoras de los EEUU Leer Mas 


Recent Press 

October 25, 2004 Potrait of Cheri Honkala by the Late Richard Avedon in this 


h(tp.//WWW kwna.org/pces5/pcesi.htin 
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Month’s New Yorker Magazine Read More 

Sep 13. 20Q4Acto r/Activ ist Brings Anti Ho melessness Message To GOP 
Convention MTV Choose or Lose 

Aug 20. 2004 Determined to be heard: Like any protestor, Kensington’s Cheri 
Honkala wasn't expecting to be welcomed at the Republican convention. Now, 
she and her marchers know they may face arrest. Read the feature article in 
the Philadelphia Inquirer Read More 

August 6, 2004 Cheri Honkala and our organizing is featured on the front page 
of Salon.com Read m ore 

Spanish Press from PPEHRC Participation in the Social Forum in Quito Read 
More 

Jul 12, 2004 Article in Village Voice about KWRU's/Poor People's Economic 
Human Rights Campaign March For Our Lives, "Poor People’s Economic 
Hum an Rights Campaign Confronting poverty with action" Village Voice 

Jun 7. 2004:KWRU joins other Philadelphia Residents to Demand a Stop to 
Forced Takings" of Occupied Homes by the City and Decent Affordable 
Housing for Families Under Threat of Losing Their Children for Lack Housing. 

read press rele ase Inquirer article 

Jun 6, 2004- Article from Philadelphia Inquirer on KWRU’s participation in 
ANSWER Rally. 

June b, 2004: Press Coverage on Bushville in Jersey City, NJ 


Home | About KWRU I Take Action I Krfunalinn l Uyj] pflf ftur Lives | International 
I 'o<y People s Ec onomic Human Rights Campaign 
fciaaii -Kwrv^hwru.Qfa 

Technology truning for KWRU provided by Human R ights T»?ch 
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